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EDUCATION 

2013 Ph.D. in Political Science, University of Iceland  
Culture and Crisis Management. How Culture Influences the Behavior of 
Decision Makers in Crisis Preparedness and Response 

1984 Cand.oecon, Department of Business Administration, University of Iceland 

 

WORK EXPERIENCE  

2019- Lecturer, International Relations MA, Political Science Department, 
University of Iceland. Crisis Management 

2018- Independent Scholar at Reykjavik Academy 

2016 Guest Professor at Disaster Prevention Research Institute, Kyoto University, 
Japan.  

2015 Lead instructor of graduate course on Iceland disaster management, held at 
the University of Iceland, run as part of the Syracuse University crisis 
management program. 

2014 Lecturer, Earthquake Engineering Research Centre, University of Iceland. 
Developer, organizer, and lead instructor for the international graduate-level 
course: “Urban Resilience in Disaster Prone Areas” 

2012-2018 Research Scientist, Earthquake Engineering Research Centre, University of 
Iceland. Led H Task of UPStrat-MAFA European project, main topic of 
research project was disaster prevention strategies based on an education 
information system.  

2010-2011  Lecturer, Crisis Management, Faculty of Political Science, University of 
Iceland. 

2006-2009 Research Scholar, Moynihan Institute of Global Affairs, Maxwell School of 
Citizenship and Public Affairs, Syracuse University, U.S. Research within 
the field of crisis development and study of crisis management case bank.  

2006-2009 Lecturer, Moynihan Institute of Global Affairs, Maxwell School of 
Citizenship and Public Affairs, Syracuse University, U.S. MA level courses 
in Social Sciences. 

2003-2006 Director, Institute of International Affairs and the Centre for Small State 
Studies, University of Iceland 

2003-2005 Lecturer, Crisis Management, Faculty of Political Science, University   
  of Iceland. 

1999-2001 Director, Icelandic Association of Quality Management (now known as 
Excellence Iceland).  



1998-2001 Researcher, CRISMART – Crisis Management, Research and Training, 
Swedish National Defence College, Stockholm. Worked on Crisis 
Management Baltic/Crisis Management Europe program. Coordinator of 
Icelandic research group on crisis management in Iceland. 

1992-1995 Director, Icelandic Association of Quality Management – see above 1999-
2001. 

1987-1988 Editor, Channel Two Television, Iceland. 

1987 Co-host of bi-weekly live broadcast, Icelandic National Television 
Broadcasting Service. 

1985-1986 Lecturer in Accounting, Hamrahlíð College, Reykjavik Iceland. 

1984-1986 Analyst, Department of Economics, Icelandic Competition Authority.  

 

BOARD-MEMBERSHIPS 

• Reykjavik Academy Association (2018- ) Board Chair since 2019 

• Ministry of Welfare (2013-2015) task-group working on cancer prevention policy as a 
part of a new health policy in Iceland for 2030. 

• Nordic Society for Public Administration, Iceland (2001-2003) 

• The Reykjavík Cancer Association, (1996-2005) 

• The Icelandic Association for the Suzuki Music Method (1995-1998) 

• Editorial board of ‘Hagmál’ a publication of the Department of Business Administration, 
University of Iceland (1982-1983) 

 
 
FELLOWSHIPS, SCHOLARSHIPS, GRANTS, AND HONORS 
• Research grant from the Icelandic Research Fund 2016 for the project Cultural 

Competence in Risk and Disaster Management 

• Nominated for the South Iceland Educational Award, 2015, for outstanding research, 
contribution to the development of master- and doctoral program in South Iceland and 
raising public awareness of risk, risk prevention and risk preparedness 

• Research grant from the Watanabe Trust Fund at the University of Iceland, 2015 to work 
on disaster management research at Disaster Prevention Institute, Kyoto University, 
Japan 

• Research Associate since 2009 of the Moynihan Institute of Global Affairs, Syracuse 
University, USA. 

• Research grant from the Icelandic Research Fund, 2001, for research on culture and crisis 
management. 
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